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  Green Whitaker, who is 96 
years young, lived most of his 
life in the lion’s mouth. Being 
born a black man in the rural 
south, there was always the de-
sire for a better life and big 
dreams against the lion’s tram-
pling oppression of the Jim Crow 
era, according to his daughter, 
acclaimed singer Nita Whitaker  
(her resume boasts singing origi-
nal demos for Whitney Houston). 
 “Watching his parents and other 
siblings navigate a way forward 
to become independent of the 

Nita Whitaker and her 96-year-old dad, Green Whitaker, who is her role model. 
(Photo/Courtesy: Nita Whitaker)systems that held them in a place 

of inferiority somehow didn’t 
leave him bitter—it made him 
better,” says Whitaker. “He lived 
through and witnessed times I’ve 
barely read about in our history 
books but in honoring his name 
and his family, he embodies the 
best of us. He taught me and my 
siblings the ultimate lesson of 
loving and respecting ourselves 
in the pursuit of carving out our 
lives. This is how you pat the 

lion’s head, and how you make a 
mark, and how you quietly win at 
being human.” 
 This Father’s Day/Juneteenth, 
Whitaker is releasing her narra-
tive non-fiction story and a 
father-daughter memoir, When 
Your Hand is in the Lion’s 
Mouth: The Life and Wisdom of 
a Man named Green.  Here, she 
passes down his unpolished gems 

Governor Ron DeSantis signs groundbreaking 
legislation to support involved fatherhood 
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — On 
April 11, Governor Ron DeSantis 
signed HB 7065, which includes 
educational programs, mentor-
ship programs and one-on-one 
support to encourage responsible 
and involved fatherhood in Flor-
ida. The bill is tied to nearly $70 
million in funding to provide a 
wide spectrum of family and 
youth support through the De-
partment of Juvenile Justice 
(DJJ) and the Department of 
Children and Families (DCF). 
 “There are more than 18 million 
children in our country who live 
without a father in their home,” 
said Governor Ron DeSantis. 
“This has a severe impact on 
children, and often leads to drop-
ping out of school, crime and 
substance abuse. Incredibly, 
there are those who diminish the 
importance of fatherhood and the 
nuclear family – we will not let 
that happen in our state. I am 

Governor Ron DeSantis 
proud to say we are doing every-
thing we can to support involved 
fatherhood in Florida.” 
  “We cannot legislate father-
hood, accountability or character, 
but we can provide supports for 
fathers to equip and encourage 
them to take an active role in the 

lives of their children,” said 
House Speaker Chris Sprowls, 
who first brought attention to the 
fatherhood crisis during his 2019 
designation speech. “By address-
ing the root cause of so many of 

the challenges facing our sons 
and daughters, we will see the 
positive impact of this legislation 
send shockwaves for generations 
to come. To my colleagues in the 
Florida Legislature who worked 
so diligently to bring this vision 
to life and carry it to unanimous 
passage, including Reps. Altman 
and Alexander, Chair Burton, 
Senate President Simpson and 
the many others who stood on the 
steps of the Historic Capitol with 
us, thank you. And to Governor 
Ron DeSantis, a father himself, 
thank you for standing with us 
for Florida’s fathers and families 
today and signing this first-of-its-
kind legislation for any state.” 
  According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, there are more than 18 
million children – one in four – 
in the United States who do not 
have a father in their home. To 
read more about the fatherhood 
crisis and the impact it is having 

on our nation’s children. 
 Supporting the bill signing were 
fathers from across the state and 
several national and community 
leaders who encourage involved 
fatherhood, including former 
NFL head coach Tony Dungy, 
former NFL professional football 
player and philanthropist Jack 
Brewer, and Glen Gilzean, pres-
ident and CEO of the Urban 
League of Central Florida. 
  “This is a crisis in America, 
today,” said Jack Brewer, 
Founder and Executive Director, 
The Jack Brewer Foundation. 
“Governor DeSantis is setting an 
example the entire country needs 
to follow. With bills like this and 
leaders like the men here behind 
me, we can change this nation.” 
  “This is going to be tremendous 
and such a good help to fathers in 
Florida,” said Coach Tony 
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“There are more than 18 mil-
lion children in our country 
who live without a father in 
their home,” said Governor 
Ron DeSantis. “This has a se-
vere impact on children, and 
often leads to dropping out of 
school, crime and substance 
abuse. Incredibly, there are 
those who diminish the im-
portance of fatherhood and 
the nuclear family – we will 
not let that happen in our 
state. I am proud to say we 
are doing everything we can 
to support involved father-
hood in Florida.”  

of wisdom about how to have 
better values, sharing ways to be 
more kind, loving, and honest to 
foster a life of riches not meas-
ured in dollars but in sense and in 
peace. 
  
•How my dad lived his life with 
his hand in the lion’s mouth: Life 
lessons he learned and shared 
•Father’s Day is a celebration of 

fathers and the men in our lives 
but not everyone gets a great dad. 
Fathers have a great influence on 
their families and especially the 
lives of their children. How did 
her dad learn to be a great dad? 
What’s the difference in being a 
father and being a daddy 
•Juneteenth is a time to com-
memorate Black liberation from 
the institution of slavery, and also 
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By Jane M. Orient, M.D. 
 
Some Woke activists suggested 
that Mother’s Day be called 
“Birthing Persons Day.” After 
all, some “pregnant persons” 
identify as men (or non-women) 
and don’t like being in a place 
called a “maternity ward.” If the 
birthing person’s pronouns are 

Should we 
cancel 

Father’s 
Day  for 

Non- 
Birthing  

Day?

What should we call the per-
son who contributes the pa-
ternal material? In Aldous 
Huxley’s Brave New World, 
family words like “mother” 
and “father” are viewed as 
obscenities. We’re not quite 
there yet, as babies can’t yet 
be grown in a bottle and de-
canted, but we can try to 
make progress in our lan-
guage. 

“he/him,” that person might iden-
tify as the child’s father though 
not contributing the paternal ge-
netic material. Should “he” get a 
Father’s Day card? 
 What should we call the person 
who contributes the paternal ma-
terial? In Aldous Huxley’s Brave 
New World, family words like 
“mother” and “father” are 
viewed as obscenities. We’re not 
quite there yet, as babies can’t 
yet be grown in a bottle and de-
canted, but we can try to make 
progress in our language. 
What would be the equivalent 
term for father? “Sperm donor” 
is even less personal than “birth-
ing person.” The child will never 
call him “Daddy” and will have 
great difficulty finding out who 
he is. He might have been picked 
from a catalog, with anonymity 
promised. He probably does not 
know of his child’s existence. 
In 2017, there was a proposal to 
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Juneteenth: Celebration, observance or day off?
 Washington, D.C. - The second 
federally-observed Juneteenth 
holiday once again falls on a 
weekend, which means the fed-
eral government, banks and other 
institutions are observing June-
teenth 2022 on the following 
Monday. 
 A paid day off. No mail service. 
Libraries closed. No parking en-
forcement. And not on the offi-
cial day of Juneteenth. 
 Is this what the freed slaves of 
Galveston, Texas envisioned 
when they began commemorat-

ing Juneteenth? 
 Members of the Project 21 black 
leadership network have ob-
served and discussed Juneteenth 
for the past 23 years. They are 
sharing their insight on the 
proper ways to commemorate 
Juneteenth as a national holiday. 
 "There are those who would use 
Juneteenth to tell me that I am a 
victim and to condemn our great 
nation by forever labeling it as a 
regime of oppression," said Proj-
ect 21 member A. Sonia Morris. 
"I prefer to see Juneteenth as yet 

another step in the process of our 
society trying to live up to the 
ideals of its founding documents. 
American history has its dark 
chapters that we must all re-
member, yet the grand arc of our 
nation's history has been that of 
ever-expanding opportunities for 
all people and a recognition that 
'all men are created equal' with 
certain unalienable rights." 
 While retailers like JCPenney 
have announced sales marking 
black Americans' emancipation 
from slavery, none has been as 

crass as Walmart - which briefly 
offered a Juneteenth-themed fla-
vor of ice cream. 
 "For me, making Juneteenth a 
federal holiday merely represents 
a symbolic gesture of the left to-
wards black Americans - and the 
symbolism never ends," said 
Project 21 member Kathleen 
Wells. "Black Americans need 
more than symbolism; they need 
substance. Despite rolling with 
the liberal establishment for 
seven decades, they are facing 
zero median wealth by 2053. 

This is certainly nothing to cele-
brate. Social progress follows 
economic progress. Until black 
Americans have intact families 
with daddies leading the way, 
black Americans will not pro-
gress economically nor socially." 
 Historically, Juneteenth has 
commemorated the anniversary 
of the June 19, 1865 arrival of 
Union troops in Galveston, 
Texas. The soldiers brought with 
them news of the end of the Civil 
War two months earlier, and how 
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“Watching his parents and 
other siblings navigate a way 
forward to become independ-
ent of the systems that held 
them in a place of inferiority 
somehow didn’t leave him bit-
ter—it made him better,” says 
Whitaker. “He lived through 
and witnessed times I’ve 
barely read about in our his-
tory books but in honoring his 
name and his family, he em-
bodies the best of us.”

to highlight the resilience and 
culture of the black community. 
It is a time for Black Americans 
to reflect on their ancestral roots. 
And why this book is perfect for 
those reasons. From the view of 
his 96 years and working as a 
sharecropper’s son on a cotton 
plantation, he has seen the United 
States from the widest expanse. 
How did they celebrate June-
teenth (it wasn’t called that down 
south)? What can we learn from 
what he has witnessed and ex-
perienced? 
•What do you do when your hand 
is in the Lion’s Mouth? (Sharing 
the story of how her Dad gave 
her that life lesson and how he 
learned to tame the beast)  
•Immortality: How our stories 
become a part of who we are and 
then live on. What is the impor-
tance of leaving a legacy and 
why it is important to think about 
that.  
•Why fame is not the only ing-
redient to an exceptional life, ex-
traordinary moments can and 
have come through ordinary 
people like Green Whitaker 
•My dad braided my hair and 
here’s why other families should 
reconsider gender-scripted be-
havior 
• How losing my mother as a 
teenager and being raised by my 
dad impacted my life as a 
woman. 
• The 4 foundations of Green 
Whitaker taught his children: 
love will always win; we are not 
destined to become something 
simply because of our circum-
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Acclaimed singer Nita Whitaker salutes 96-year-old 
father in memoir ‘When Your Hand is in the Lion’s 
Mouth: The Life and Wisdom of a Man Named Green’
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By Nita Whitaker 
 
 Daddy had been known as Green 
for fifty-one years, named after 
his paternal grandfather who had 
died before he was born. He re-
membered sitting on his maternal 
grandmother’s knee as a small 
child, looking up at her brown 
sun-worn skin when she rubbed 
his head and said to him, “I’m 
not gon’ be ’round to see you 
grow up, but I’mma leave you 
my charm.” My dad took that 
name and the charm that grew 
even more as he became a man. 
Dad knew who he was and was 
proud of the legacy of his name. 
“When someone give you they 
name, it means somethin’,” he 
said. 
 
  He has attended numerous fu-
nerals, including those of all his 
siblings, his parents, some cous-
ins and dear friends, nieces and 
nephews, and his wife. He cer-
tainly has known some 
sadness in his time. But this now 
ninety-five-year old dignified 
black man, raised out of the rural 
red dirt of north Louisiana and 
born with a servant of the Lord’s 
heart, always leaned on his faith 
and understood it was ordained 
for us to return to our Heavenly 
Father. I am sure there are things 
he saw and experienced that he 
never could have dreamed were 

possible in his lifetime, and some 
things he wished he could unsee, 
but he took in all in stride as life 
continued to school him and he 
grew more into himself.  
 Dad has a way with words. The 

way he says things either leaves 
you thinking or makes you gig-
gle. His life has been lived with 
an innate goodness, kindness, 
and common sense. In his 
ninety-five years, he went from 

the plantation cotton fields of the 
Jim Crow South to the uprising 
and revelations of the Civil 
Rights movement and desegre-
gation, to seeing the splendor of 
the vast Alaskan wilderness. Dad 
has cruised the deep blue waters 
of the Caribbean, observed the 
polluted skies of Beijing and the 
magnificent Great Wall of China, 
marveled at the sculpture of 
David in Florence and the Pieta 
in Rome and relaxed on the 
warm beaches and poolsides of 
Southern California. He toured 
our Capitol Building in Washing-

ton D.C. and enjoyed a dinner 
cruise on the Potomac River. He 
took us kids on a road trip to Dis-
neyworld. When I saw how 
beautifully clean and sparkly lit 
it was, I asked Daddy, “Is this 
what heaven would look like?” 
 Finally, he bore witness to Ba-
rack Obama becoming the first 
African-American President of 
the United States. Dad pro-
claimed, “Never thought I’d see 
the day!” But he did and it was a 
monumental moment for him to 
witness. 
 
 He has seen the best and worst 
of times and of people, the sea-
sons of change in what American 
felt like then and now, that’s for 
sure. Somehow, he came through 
all of that with a soft, kind heart, 
and a genuine love for all people. 
 Some men will amass large bank 
accounts and portfolios, acquire 
real estate and land properties in 
their lives. Others will be famous 
for their talents, entrepreneurial 
skills, or inheritances that makes 
them wealthy. Dad always 
thought that success was good 
but that it was far more important 
to be significant. He never be-
lieved that material success alone 
or a fat bank account is what 
made a man rich. “Rich is some-
thing you feel deep in your soul 
and it ain’t got nothin’ to do with 

money,” he said. “It’s your con-
nection to God, doing good in 
the world, making a difference in 
people’s lives and to love your 
family. If those things line up, 
ain’t no dollar amount in the 
world give you that kind of 
wealth or peace.” He would add, 
“From a time where people lived 
off the land and worked hard 
long days on plantation farms to 
this time of smartphones and 
computers, times have changed 
but some things remain the same. 
Things like the way we love, the 
way we live, and how we treat 
one ‘nother. I look at it all as a 
great journey, sometimes like a 
wild ride, other times like a slow-
movin’ river. But as the old folks 
say, I wouldn’t take nothin’ for 
my journey now.” 
 
 Even learning and seeing that he 
had no name on that birth certif-
icate didn’t faze him one bit. He 
knew he was Green, Green Whi-
taker Sr., and that he was loved; 
that he was the expression of the 
love of his family, and a beloved 
child of God. No piece of paper 
was needed for that. Like the 
way my dad felt about his father, 
that Boy Whitaker grew to be a 
man who would be my daddy, 
the greatest man I have ever 
known. 

Book excerpt from Nita Whitaker’s book ‘When Your Hand is in 
The Lion’s Mouth: The Life and Wisdom of a Man Named Green’

 In his ninety-five years, he 
went from the plantation cot-
ton fields of the Jim Crow 
South to the uprising and rev-
elations of the Civil Rights 
movement and desegregation, 
to seeing the splendor of the 
vast Alaskan wilderness. Dad 
has cruised the deep blue 
waters of the Caribbean, ob-
served the polluted skies of 
Beijing and the magnificent 
Great Wall of China, mar-
veled at the sculpture of 
David in Florence and the 
Pieta in Rome and relaxed on 
the warm beaches and pool-
sides of Southern California.

Nita Whitaker salutes 96-year-old father in memoir ... from front page
stances or the way we were 
raised; we are not defined by 
what happened to us; and with 
grit, humor, and faith, we can all 
travel together through this mi-
raculous thing called life 
• How the wisdom my father 
taught gave me the confidence to 
stand on stages with music greats 
and to work with David Foster on 
the original demos for Whitney 
Houston 
• What we can learn from our 
elders and their coming of age in 
a different time 
• Unpolished gems of wisdom 
from my father: How to have 
better values, be more kind, lov-
ing and honest to foster a life of 
riches not measured in dollars but 
in sense and in peace.  

• For Two or Two Thousand: 
Why it’s always important to do 
your best, even when no one is 
watching. 
  
Nita Whitaker is a former ICU 
registered nurse-turned Miss 

Louisiana, an accomplished 
singer, and award-winning ac-
tress and author. A favorite singer 
of legendary producer David 
Foster, Whitaker has sung with 
some of the most famous voices 
of our time. She sang the original 
demos for Whitney Houston’s 
standards, “I Will Always Love 
You,” “I Have Nothing,” and “I 
Look to You” working with pro-
ducers David Foster and Walter 
Nelson Jr.  Having toured with 
Andrea’ Bocelli as a guest duet 
artist, as well a featured vocalist 
on tour with jazz trumpeter Chris 
Botti, Whitaker has performed 
with some of the great singers of 
our time including Michael Bol-
ton, Lionel Ritchie, Yolanda 

Adams, Patti LaBelle, Barbra 
Streisand, Patti Austin, Josh Gro-
ban, and Michael Bublé. Whi-
taker’s first independently 
published memoir, Finding My 
Voice: My Journey through Grief 
to Grace, won the Indie Discov-
ery Book Award (Aging/Death 
and Dying) and two National 
Indie Excellence Book Awards 
in the Grief and Memoir Cate-
gories.  
 Born in Shreveport, LA, she 
champions literacy through her 
501c3 non-profit In A World 
With Books (www.inaworld-
withbooks.org) which has put 
18,500 new books in the hands 
of underserved children and 
counting. 

Gov. DeSantis signs ‘involved fatherhood’ bill ...  from front page
Dungy, Former Head Coach, 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. “This 
bill is so important. I want to 
thank all of the men and women 
that have been behind this. It is 
going to allow groups like All 
Pro Dad and people like those 
here today to do great things for 
our fathers here in Florida.” 
  
“I truly believe that education is 
the solution to many of the issues 
that we face in society,” said 
Glen Gilzean, President and 
CEO, Central Florida Urban 
League. “Education comes in 
many forms and empowering our 

fathers with the knowledge they 
need to better themselves helps 
the community as a whole.” 
  
One of HB 7065’s main pro-
visions is supporting and cre-
ating mentorship programs at 
DJJ for at-risk youth. For many 
of these youth, their mentor may 
be the closest thing they have to 
a father. DJJ also hosts and sup-
ports programs for involved fa-
therhood, including barbershop 
talks and fatherhood classes. 
  
“I would like to thank Governor 
DeSantis and the Florida Legis-

lature for their efforts to better 
support Florida’s fathers and to 
strengthen the role they play in 
their children’s lives,” said DJJ 
Secretary Eric Hall. “A support-
ive and committed family can 
help change the trajectory of a 

child’s life, and DJJ looks for-
ward to working with our part-
ners to help even more Florida 
fathers become stronger parents 
and role models.” 
 
  At DCF, the bill will provide a 
wide spectrum of family support. 
DCF will create a statewide 
awareness campaign to call atten-
tion to the importance of respon-
sible fatherhood, and to equip 
fathers with resources to stay en-
gaged in their children’s lives. 
DCF will also support nonprofit 
organizations that use evidence-
based parenting education to help 
fathers stay engaged and connect 
with their children, and support 
case managers who will help 

fathers find employment, transi-
tion from incarceration and man-
age their obligations. 
 
  “Our Department is very excited 
about this new fatherhood initia-
tive, and we are so grateful for 
the Governor and Legislature’s 
leadership in providing funding 
that strengthens families through 
responsible parenting,” said DCF 
Secretary Shevaun Harris. 
“Studies have shown that when 
fathers are involved in their chil-
dren’s lives, there are undeniable 
benefits – children are statisti-
cally less likely be abused or neg-
lected, and they have fewer 
behavioral and psychological 
problems. The Department of 

Children and Families is laser-
focused on preventing adverse 
outcomes for children, so having 
the opportunity to work on this 
initiative is truly an honor.”  

“This is a crisis in America, 
today,” said Jack Brewer, 
Founder and Executive Di-
rector, The Jack Brewer 
Foundation. “Governor De-
Santis is setting an example 
the entire country needs to 
follow. With bills like this and 
leaders like the men here be-
hind me, we can change this 
nation.”

  
Email news and photos 

to 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

 
 Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s  
28th Annual   

Black History Edition in  
February 2023.

Nita Whitaker is a former 
ICU registered nurse-turned 
Miss Louisiana, an accom-
plished singer, and award-
winning actress and author. A 
favorite singer of legendary 
producer David Foster, Whi-
taker has sung with some of 
the most famous voices of our 
time. She sang the original 
demos for Whitney Houston’s 
standards...
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 Agreement brings together the 
gold standard in sports doc-
umentary production to assist the 
nation's largest African Ameri-
can video oral history archive 
  
 
NEW YORK, JUNE 15, 2022 – 
The National Football League 
along with NFL Films today an-
nounced they have agreed to do-
nate footage to The 
HistoryMakers, a 501 (c) (3) 
nonprofit organization headquar-
tered in Chicago. Under terms of 
the agreement, in addition to two 
years of funding the NFL will 
provide The HistoryMakers with 
hundreds of hours of footage 
from interviews with NFL Afri-
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During Juneteenth month, NFL and NFL Films announce collaboration 
with The HistoryMakers, nation’s largest Black oral history archive 

can American legends from the 
past and present, including 
dozens of Pro Football Hall of 
Fame players.  They will also do-
nate their production services to 
interview prominent African 
American football players for in-
clusion to The HistoryMakers ar-
chives which our housed 
permanently at the Library of 
Congress. 
 
"We feel a deep debt of gratitude 
to the NFL and NFL Films for 
this incredible gift as this level of 
commitment will help move The 
HistoryMakers sports initiative 
forward in ways that we need and 
previously could not have imag-
ined," says Julieanna Richardson, 

Founder & President of The His-
toryMakers. "Our goal since our 
inception has always been to 
document the African American 
experience across a variety of 
disciplines and this commitment 
will ensure that the stories of Af-
rican American football legends 
and African Americans who have 
played a critical role in NFL his-
tory will now become part of this 
nation's patrimony." 
 "We are thrilled to team up with 
The HistoryMakers and contrib-
ute to their rich video archives of 
African American history" said 
Ross Ketover, Senior Executive 
of NFL Films. "This will truly be 
a mutually beneficial relation-
ship as our NFL Films interviews 

will be seen by a whole new au-
dience, while The History-
Makers will be able to add much 
needed history to its national ar-
chives to educate millions for 
years to come." 
 
ABOUT THE HISTORY-
MAKERS 
 
Since its inception, The History-
Makers, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
headquartered in Chicago, has 
grown to become the nation's 
largest African American video 
oral history archive. With educa-
tion as its mission, this one-of-a-
kind collection is housed 
permanently at the Library of 
Congress and provides an un-

precedented and irreplaceable 
physical and online record of Af-
rican American lives, accom-
plishments, and contributions 
through unique first-person tes-
timony. Over the past twenty-
two years, almost 3,400 video 
oral history interviews (11,000 
hours) have been recorded in 413 
cities and towns, Mexico, the Ca-
ribbean, and Norway across a va-
riety of disciplines. The 
interviews, each lasting two to 
fifteen hours in length, include 
recollections referencing people 
and events dating back to the 
1700s and thousands of subjects. 
The HistoryMakers Digital Ar-
chive now and well into the fu-
ture will provide a more 

complete understanding of who 
we are as Americans, where we 
have come from, and where we 
are going as a nation.  
 
ABOUT NFL FILMS 
 
Winner of 136 Sports Emmy® 
Awards, NFL Films remains a 
gold standard in sports television, 
providing unprecedented access 
to and legendary storytelling 
about the sport of professional 
football. NFL Films is a part of 
NFL Media, the owned and oper-
ated media division of the Na-
tional Football League, which is 
comprised of NFL Network, 
NFL Films, the NFL App, 
NFL.com and NFL RedZone. 

 MEMPHIS, Tennessee , June 16, 
2022– FedEx St. Jude Champion-
ship tournament officials and rep-
resentatives from FedEx and St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospi-
tal  announced the charitable im-
pact funds generated from the 
2021 World Golf Champion-
ships-FedEx St. Jude Invitational, 
which surpassed $8.6 million. 
FedEx St. Jude Championship 
Executive Director Joe Tomek, 
joined by Richard C. Shadyac Jr., 
President and CEO of ALSAC, 
the fundraising organization for 
St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital and Jack Sammons, 
General Chairman, Youth Pro-
grams, Inc., made the announce-
ment during a preview event for 
the 2022 championship at TPC 
Southwind. 

 
GIVE DAD THE PERFECT FATHER'S DAY GIFT 

  
 Father's Day is just around the corner! Take the guesswork out of gifting by purchasing 
tickets to the 2022 FedEx St. Jude Championship. Be there to watch the PGA TOUR's top 
125 take on the first leg of the FedExCup Playoffs this August 10-14 at TPC Southwind. 
Reserve your spot today!  
 
  A variety of ticket options are available to the public, each offering a unique fan experi-
ence to watch the PGA TOUR’s best 125 players compete at TPC Southwind to kick-off 
the FedExCup Playoffs. To purchase tickets, please visit FedExChampionship.com/tickets. 

FedEx St. Jude Championship raises 
more than $8.6 million to benefit St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital

With the 2021 event impact fig-
ure, Memphis’ PGA TOUR stop 
has now raised more than $60 
million since 1970 for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital. 
Families never receive a bill from 
St. Jude for treatment, travel, 
housing, or food so they can 
focus on helping their child live. 
 The 2022 FedEx St. Jude Cham-
pionship, Aug. 10-14, will mark 
Memphis’ first year hosting a Fe-
dExCup Playoffs event, signaling 
a new era of professional golf in 
the Bluff City. Golf’s postseason 
will begin at the FedEx St. Jude 
Championship, which will invite 
the top 125 players in the FedEx-
Cup standings at the conclusion 
of the regular season, with only 
70 players advancing to the fol-
lowing week’s BMW Champion-

ship. 
A variety of ticket options are 
available to the public, each of-
fering a unique fan experience to 
watch the PGA TOUR’s best 125 
players compete at TPC South-
wind to kick-off the FedExCup 
Playoffs. To purchase tickets, 
please visit FedExChampion-
ship.com/tickets. 
  The City of Memphis has held 
a PGA TOUR event every year 
since 1958, and 2022 will mark 
Memphis’ first year hosting a 
Playoffs event. Since 1970, Mem-
phis’ PGA TOUR stop has raised 
more than $60 million for the 
tournament’s primary  benefici-
ary, St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, helping to ensure patients’ 
families never receive a bill and can 
focus solely on helping their child.

Tournament is August 10-14 at TPC Southwind in Memphis!
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CRISIS
THE LACK OF INVOLVED FATHERS IN OUR CHILDREN'S LIVES

IS A CRISIS, IMPACTING OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY.

HAVING AN INVOLVED FATHER IN THE LIVES OF OUR
CHILDREN HAS A PROFOUND IMPACT ON SOCIETY.

*Based on research compiled by Florida House staff; sources and citations are available upon request. 
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Should we cancel Father’s Day for Non-Birthing day? ... from front page

Juneteenth: Celebration, 
observance or day off? 
from front page 

By Paris Dennard 
 
Juneteenth is the celebration of 
freedom. It tells the story of 
America’s promise and the 
power of the Presidency to do 
good for the people. President 
Lincoln, a Republican, used his 
powers as President to do what 
was right to preserve the union 
and unite the country. At the 
heart of the civil war was this 
issue of freedom for enslaved 
Black Americans as our new na-
tion strove to grow into the coun-
try we have today.  
 Liberty and the Republican 
Party have always gone hand in 
hand, and they continue to do so 

Republican Party is responsible for Juneteenth, a historic celebration of freedom
today as members of the Repub-
lican Party fight to protect our 
constitutional rights.  
 On a recent episode of the talk 
show “The View,” progressive 
liberal co-host Joy Behar had the 
audacity to tell guest co-host 
Lindsey Granger, who happens 
to be a Black American, that the 
federal government was going to 
take away guns “once Black 
people get guns .”  Black people 
are American citizens entitled to 
all of the freedoms and protec-
tions guaranteed to us by our 
God and the United States Con-
stitution. Those rights include 
being able to bear arms to protect 
our families and property.  
 In fact, according to a surveys 
conducted by the National Shoot-
ing Sports Foundation (NSSF), 
between 2019 and 2020, there 
was a 56% increase in Black 
Americans buying guns.  
 Democrats have pushed a dan-
gerously radical defund the po-
lice policy that left many 
predominantly Black cities in 
America vulnerable to a wide-
spread increase in violence, 

crime and murders. Thankfully, 
we have the freedom to protect 
our families should we so choose 
by legally owning a firearm. 
 Because of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, Black Americans 
have had the opportunity to fully 
pursue the American Dream and 
a lot of our power has come 
through the power of our vote. 
We have the freedom to decide 
which party best represents our 
values and interests.  
 In recent decades many have se-
lected the Democrat Party and 
we can see what that has gotten 
us: little to nothing of substance. 
Just look at predominately Black 
cities where Democrat politicians 
and liberal policies have been the 
standard. You almost invariably 
see high crime, poorly perform-
ing public schools, little access to 
capital, food deserts, and a lack 
of economic development.  
 Fortunately, there is a political 
shift happening with more Black 
Americans coming over to the 
Republican Party. President 
Trump more than doubled his 
support from Black women in his 

second run for the presidency. 
Virginia Governor Glenn Young-
kin received 13% of the Black 
vote  in his recent election. And 
across the country we have seen 
record numbers of Black Repub-
licans running for office like 
Wesley Hunt, Herschel Walker, 
John James, Jennifer-Ruth 
Green, and Anthony Thornton.  
 Black Republicans are also win-
ning elections. North Carolina 
has seen that in Lt. Governor 
Mark Robinson. It’s also happen-
ing nationally with Winsome 
Sears, Tim Scott, Byron Donalds, 
Burgess Owens, Daniel Cam-
eron, Michael Reichenbach and 
Jane Powdrell-Culbert just to 

name a few.  
 Ultimately, we have this power 
to vote because we have the free-
dom to select who will represent 
us well by voting for policies that 
empower and uplift. When we 
look at the recent failed leader-
ship of Democrats in control of 
the White House, the Senate and 
House of Representatives, we 
have seen high crime, more ille-
gal drugs, intense racial tensions, 
discriminatory mandates, and an 
economy working against us.  
 The May jobs report is not a sign 
of building back better for Black 
America, with the Black overall 
unemployment rate increasing to 
6.2%, the Black female unem-
ployment rate increasing to 
5.9%, and the  Black youth un-
employment rate increasing to 
18.3%.  
 When you look at the actions, 
the works, the policies, and the 
lack of positive impact on the fu-
ture of Black Americans, it be-
comes abundantly clear that 
President Biden is no President 
Lincoln. He is not using his po-

sition to make the lives better, 
unite the country and empower 
the Black community.  
 This Juneteenth, under the lead-
ership of Chairwoman Ronna 
McDaniel, the Republican Na-
tional Committee is hosting 
dozens of events nationwide, 
many at our community centers 
in North Carolina, Ohio, Nevada, 
Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and 
Wisconsin.  
 As we honor the legacy of free-
dom reaching enslaved Black 
Americans in Galveston, Texas 
so many years ago, let us work 
today to live, work and use our 
freedoms as Americans so the 
blessings of liberty will be there 
for all of us now and those to 
come. 

 *** 
 Paris Dennard is the National 
Spokesperson and Director of 
Black Media Affairs for the Re-
publican National Committee. 
Follow him on Twitter: @PA-
RISDENNARD. This article was 
originally published in The Car-
olinian. 

Because of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, Black Ameri-
cans have had the opportu-
nity to fully pursue the 
American Dream and a lot of 
our power has come through 
the power of our vote. We 
have the freedom to decide 
which party best represents 
our values and interests.  

rename Father’s Day “Special 
Person’s Day.” Or perhaps we 
should follow the precedent of 
President’s Day, which replaced 
Washington’s Birthday and Lin-
coln’s Birthday. We want to oblit-
erate the memory of 
Washington’s defeating the Brit-
ish Empire and becoming the 
Father of Our Country, or of Lin-
coln’s abolition of slavery and 
desire to unite our country. Just 
lump them in with others who 
managed, by whatever means, to 
get inaugurated as president, no 
matter their effect on our nation. 
How about Parent’s Day? Or 
Caregiver’s Day, or better yet 
Caretaker’s or Custodian’s Day? 
Such persons might not be spe-
cial. They might not have a name 
or face, being interchangeable at 
a bureaucrat’s whim. They might 
be of any one of 50 or more 
genders. Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion (DIE, no, DEI) is in-
vading the family as well as the 
school, the workplace, and the 
church. 
The family itself is perceived to 
be the problem, and radicals are 
targeting it for extinction. 
Being orphaned is traditionally 
considered tragic. A beautiful, 
haunting song, from a genre that 
used to be called Negro Spiritu-
als, is “Sometimes I Feel Like a 
Motherless Child.” There might 
be fewer sentimental tributes to 

fathers, but many Bible verses 
tell us to care for the fatherless, 
and a 19th century Christian 
hymn promises aid to “the 
widows and the fatherless.” 
Is it fair for some children to 
have the privilege of having a 
mother and a father who love 
them and are committed to them 
for life? If not, why not orphan 
everyone? Or if mothers and 
fathers are imperfect and some-
times evil and abusive, why not 
raise all children in a socially 
engineered community, like in 
Lois Lowry’s novel The Giver? 
In that idyllic world, designated 
birthmothers (like surrogates) 
produce newchildren, who are 
assigned to appropriate “family” 
units with community-appointed 
“partners.” 
We’re getting closer to the brave 
new world with genetic engineer-
ing along with social engineer-
ing, where people own nothing, 
not even their identity or family 
heritage, and are happy. 
Father’s Day is on its way to be-
coming a relic during an epi-
demic of fatherlessness, most 
commonly due to abandonment. 
And what are the results of the 
breakdown in what feminists de-
plore as “patriarchy”? 
Every social pathology among 
the young can be traced to the ab-
sence of fathers in the home and 
in the community: the violent 

criminality, substance abuse, tru-
ancy, poverty, and self-destruc-
tive disorders. The vast majority 
of mass shooters come from 
broken homes. 
In civilizations that thrive or even 
survive, fathers don’t just plant 
the seeds of life and move on. 
They not only provide for and 
defend mothers and children, but 
they also build and preserve the 
culture. Fatherhood is about 
hope, writes Anthony Esolen, of 
a future beyond one’s own life. 
“Why do men work, says the 
poet Charles Peguy, if not for 
their children? The father throws 
himself away in hope, looking 
forward to the time when he will 
be no more on earth than a name 
or a rumor of a name.”            
The collapse of our civilization is 
the collapse of fatherhood, writes 
Stephen Baskerville: the “revolt 
of the fatherless.” Welfare-state 
policies contributed, as Daniel 

Patrick Moynihan pointed out, 
but are not the only factor. The 
insurrection—deliberate and col-
lective attack against actual 
fathers—has been building for 
centuries, states Blankenship. “It 
has accelerated with new sexual 
ideologies that target fatherhood 
(‘patriarchy’) directly: feminism, 
homosexuality, transgenderism, 
and more.”            
Father’s Day needs to be more 
than a commercial opportunity. It 
is an occasion to thank the father 
or father figure in your own life. 
It is also time to recognize the 
critical need for honorable, cou-
rageous fathers, to celebrate 
them, and to oppose the legal, 
media, and cultural attacks on fa-
therhood. 

 *** 
Jane M. Orient, M.D. obtained 
her undergraduate degrees in 
chemistry and mathematics from 
the University of Arizona in Tuc-

son, and her M.D. from Colum-
bia University College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons in 1974. She 
completed an internal medicine 
residency at Parkland Memorial 
Hospital and University of Ari-
zona Affiliated Hospitals and 
then became an Instructor at the 
University of Arizona College of 
Medicine and a staff physician at 
the Tucson Veterans Administra-
tion Hospital. She has been in 
solo private practice since 1981 
and has served as Executive Di-
rector of the Association of 
American Physicians and Sur-
geons (AAPS) since 1989. She is 
currently president of Doctors for 
Disaster Preparedness. Since 
1988, she has been chairman of 
the Public Health Committee of 
the Pima County (Arizona) Med-
ical Society. She is the author of 
YOUR Doctor Is Not In: Healthy 
Skepticism about National 
Healthcare, and the second 

through fourth editions of Sa-
pira's Art and Science of Bedside 
Diagnosis, published by Lippin-
cott, Williams & Wilkins. She 
authored books for schoolchil-
dren, and Professor Klugim-
kopf’s Spelling Method, 
published by Robinson Books, 
and coauthored two novels pub-
lished as Kindle Professor Klu-
gimkop’s Old-Fashioned English 
Grammar books, Neomorts and 
Moonshine, More than 100 of 
her papers have been published 
in the scientific and popular lit-
erature on a variety of subjects 
including risk assessment, natu-
ral and technological hazards and 
nonhazards, and medical eco-
nomics and ethics. She is the ed-
itor of AAPS News, the Doctors 
for Disaster Preparedness News-
letter, and Civil Defense Perspec-
tives, and is the managing editor of 
the Journal of American Physicians 
and Surgeons.  

President Abraham Lincoln's 
Emancipation Proclamation 
abolished slavery two and a half 
years earlier. Galveston's former 
slave population began celebrat-
ing its freedom annually on the 
anniversary of this day. June-
teenth grew to become a motivat-
ing and stabilizing 
commemoration for black 
Texans experiencing the uncer-
tainties associated with their 
newfound freedom and a full in-
tegration into American society. 
 While Juneteenth was recog-
nized by almost every state and 
by presidential proclamations be-
fore 2020, the death of George 
Floyd and subsequent political 
activism brought about the pas-
sage of legislation in 2021 to 
make Juneteenth a formal federal 
holiday. The first Juneteenth fed-
eral holiday fell on a Saturday, 
but was observed by govern-
ments and others on the preced-
ing Friday. 
 "Juneteenth is a cause for cele-
bration and forgiveness - not sep-
aratism and anger," said Project 
21 Director of Membership De-
velopment Donna Jackson. "But, 
as always happens when Big 
Government gets involved, the 
results end up disappointing. 
Celebrate emancipation locally, 
mindful of its roots in the pursuit 
of opportunity and exceptional-
ism." 
 Since 1999, Project 21 members 
have focused on the values inher-

ent to Juneteenth celebrations - 
such as a self-improvement and 
community - and have urged 
black Americans both to avoid 
the pitfalls of negativity and vic-
timhood and to embrace the op-
portunities that America has to 
offer. 
 "Juneteenth is a great time for all 
Americans to reflect upon the 
many invaluable contributions 
that black Americans have made 
to establish America as a great 
nation and to make it what it is in 
the world today," said Project 21 
member Pastor James Jackson. 
"The Juneteenth holiday is a 
great time for Americans to talk 
with each other and their children 
about Juneteenth’s significance 
and how important it is to make 
sure that our children are in-
formed about the truths and real-
ities of slavery." 
 

*** 
 Project 21, a leading voice of 
black conservatives for over 25 
years, is sponsored by the Na-
tional Center for Public Policy 
Research. Its members have been 
quoted, interviewed or published 
over 50,000 times since the pro-
gram was created in 1992. Con-
tributions to the National Center 
are tax-deductible and greatly ap-
preciated, and may be earmarked 
exclusively for the use of Project 
21. Follow Project 21 on Twitter 
at @Project21News for general 
announcements. 
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MEMPHIS, TN - Tickets for the 
2022 FedEx St. Jude Champion-
ship are now available for pur-
chase. Be there as the PGA 
TOUR arrives in Memphis for 
the opening event of the FedEx-
Cup Playoffs.  
 A variety of ticket options are 
available to the public, each of-
fering a unique fan experience to 
watch the PGA TOUR’s best 125 
players compete at TPC South-
wind for the chance to advance 
to the next round of the FedEx-
Cup Playoffs. 
  Ticket Options: 

 MEMPHIS, Tenn., June 8, 2022 
– Carnival Memphis announced 
today a combined donation of 
$400,000 to Memphis Child Ad-
vocacy Center, Southern Reins, 
and Compass Community 
Schools as a culmination of the 
2022 Carnival year. Since the in-
ception of Carnival’s Children’s 
Charity Initiative in 1999 this do-
nation brings the total amount 
donated to Memphis-area chil-
dren’s charities to a milestone of 
$4 million with matching funds.  
  “We’re thrilled to be able to do-
nate $400,000 to local organiza-
tions like Child Advocacy 

Carnival Memphis donates a combined $400,000 to Memphis Child 
Advocacy Center, Southern Reins, and Compass Community Schools 

Those participating in the Carnival Memphis fund-raiser are from left:  Philip Cruzen, Jr.; Queen Sarah Clifton Yandell; 
King Buddy Dearman; Jill Haag, Executive Director of Southern Reins; Ed Galfsky, Executive Director of Carnival 
Memphis, Kristi Baird, Executive Director of Compass Community Schools; Virginia Stallworth, Executive Director of 
Memphis Child Advocacy Center; and Katherine Dobbs, President of Carnival Memphis. (Photo/Courtesy: Carnival Mem-
phis)  

Center, Southern Reins, and 
Compass Community Schools so 
they can continue their vital work 
and serve children across the 
Mid-South. We are also proud to 
announce that with matching 
funds we have donated a total of 
$4 million Memphis-area chil-
dren’s charities since 1999,” said 
Ed Galfsky, Executive Director 

of Carnival Memphis, “Carnival 
Memphis has a long history of 
working to improve the lives of 
children in the Memphis com-

munity and we believe these 
three partners will continue 
building on that storied tradition 
with us.” 

 Carnival Memphis launched 
their Children’s Charity Initiative 
in 1999 with the goal of improv-
ing the quality of life for children 

throughout the Memphis com-
munity. Over the last 23 years, 
the organization has donated 
more than $4 million with match-

“We’re thrilled to be able to 
donate $400,000 to local or-
ganizations like Child Advo-
cacy Center, Southern Reins, 
and Compass Community 
Schools so they can continue 
their vital work and serve 
children across the Mid-
South. We are also proud to 
announce that with matching 
funds we have donated a total 
of $4 million Memphis-area 
children’s charities since 
1999,” said Ed Galfsky, Ex-
ecutive Director of Carnival 
Memphis.

ing funds to local Memphis char-
ities that positively impact chil-
dren’s lives. Summaries of the 
organizations receiving this 
year’s donation are below: 
 
 •Memphis Child Advocacy 
Center 
 
o  The Memphis Child Advocacy 
Center (CAC) supports safety for 
children through informed pre-
vention and a team approach to 
healing and justice for victims of 
sexual and other severe abuse. 
 
•  Southern Reins 
o    Southern Reins serves indi-
viduals with physical, cognitive, 
and emotional disabilities and 
hardship by providing equine as-
sisted activities and therapies to 
empower, inspire, nurture and 
succeed.  
  
• Compass Community Schools 
o    Serving over 1,600 students 
across six campuses, Compass 
Community Schools prepare stu-
dents for college and life-long 
success by developing a focus on 
academic excellence, values-
based character education, and 
service learning in the com-
munity. 
  
In addition to its donations to 
these organizations, Carnival 
Memphis volunteers with local 
children’s charities each year 
during Carnival Week. Anyone 
interested in learning more about 
Carnival Memphis can find more 
information online at https://car-
nivalmemphis.org/.  
  

Men’s Health Network declares June is Men’s Health Month
By Jack Lucero 

  
June is Men’s Health Month, 
which makes this the perfect time 
to highlight the massive public 
health crisis that too many of us 
are not aware of: On average, 
men die five years younger than 
women, with African American 
and Native American men hav-
ing the shortest life expectancy1 
and die at higher rates from 9 of 
the top 10 causes of death.2 Men 
account for over 90% of work-
place fatalities,3 are far less 
likely than women to have health 
insurance,4 and are half as likely 
to see a doctor for preventive 
care.5 All of this affects their 
ability to be involved fathers, 
supportive partners, and engaged 
community members. 
  Notably, over 65,000 more men 
than women have died from 
COVID-19.6 The global pan-
demic has, unfortunately, shown 

Daily ground and upgraded tickets are now on 
sale for the 2022 FedExSt. Jude Championship

Daily Grounds Tickets: Enjoy ac-
cess to several open-to-the-pub-
lic venues, the ability to taste 
local fare from notable Memphis 
favorites and stand right along 
the rope line to watch the best 
players from the PGA TOUR 
season in action.  
  
Michelob ULTRA Athletic 
Club: Enjoy this venue on the 
iconic 11th hole at TPC South-
wind offering shaded seating 
with food & beverage for pur-
chase as you enjoy the tourna-
ment in an enhanced space with 

great views of this exciting par 3.  
  
TPC Southwind Clubhouse: 
Enjoy an  upgraded experience 
with all-inclusive food and bev-
erage in a climate-controlled en-
vironment. Ticketholders in this 
venue will also have access to a 
secondary location on the course 
to catch every second of golf ac-
tion throughout the week. The 
Clubhouse is the ultimate pack-
age to fully experience the 
FedEx St. Jude Championship.  

not only how devastating ignor-
ing one’s health can be, but that 
men’s health is a global issue. 
 An innovative organization that 
focuses on maintaining a healthy 
body and mind for its mainly 
older members is the Men’s Shed 
Association. The Men’s Shed 
movement started in Australia 
and has spread to other countries 
around the globe, including the 
USA. David Helmers, Executive 
Officer of the Australian Men’s 
Shed Association says the move-
ment hopes “to make a signifi-
cant impact and lead as an 
example of effective preventa-
tive health measures in a practi-
cal, friendly way.” Men’s Shed 
Association has, “a strong dem-
onstrated record on improving 
the health and wellbeing of Men 
through facilitating community 
engagement and social sup-
ports.” 
  Community and social support 

may have a positive influence on 
health.7 Individuals are respon-
sible for their own health, but 
friends, family, and loved ones 
have an important role in sup-
porting the men in their lives to 
take action toward improved 
health. Darrell Sabbs, a com-
munity health advocate in south-
west Georgia, emphasized that, 
“Today we see men come in with 
more advanced diseases simply 
because they lost trust in and ac-
cess to healthcare during the pan-
demic. What we are doing now is 
celebrating a return to normal of 
men and their families taking on 
a deeper concern for their 
health.” He also noted, “Trusted 
voices had to be found, and they 
were found in our communities 
and churches.” 
  During this time, health care 
professionals, private corpora-
tions, faith-based and community 
organizations, and government 

agencies, plan activities that 
focus on the health and well-
being of boys, men, and their 
families. These activities take the 
form of Wear Blue campaigns 
(www.WearBlueForMen.com), 
informational articles in corpo-
rate newsletters, lunch-n-learns, 
conferences, bulletin board dis-
plays, videos, community health 
fairs, and more. Many take ad-
vantage of the posters and logos 
available for download on the 
Men’s Health Month 

(www.MensHealthMonth.org) 
web site.  A key part of the con-
tinued momentum is the annual 
event and social media cam-
paign, including: 
  
• #ShowUsYourBlue campaign: 
People all over the world take 
pictures of themselves and others 
wearing blue any day of the week 
to increase awareness for men’s 
health and posting the photos on 
social media with the #ShowUs-
YourBlue hashtag 

•June 17 is Wear Blue 
Friday/Wear Blue Day, the #Sho-
wUsYourBlue social media 
storm where individuals are en-
couraged to take selfies of them-
selves wearing blue during the 
day and post to social media 
using the hashtag 

  *** 
About the author: Jack Lucero is 
a rising second-year medical stu-
dent at The George Washington 

Please see page 6

Celebrate Father’s Day and Juneteenth on June 19!
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 Las Vegas, NV, June 14, 2022 — 
Raising kids with a moral com-
pass isn’t easy in a world where 
images that glorify immoral acts 
dominate television and social 
media. Where can parents turn 
for wisdom and practical advice 
from someone who’s been there? 
 “We live in a cultural moment 
… the need for our children to 
have moral guidance from some-
one who is trustworthy, is going 
to give them ‘whys’ moral guid-
ance, godly moral guidance — 
it’s more important than ever,” 
said pastor Andy McQuitty in a 
recent interview. 
 Thirty years ago, McQuitty 
started writing down parental 
words of wisdom in five separate 
journals — one for each of his 

June is Men’s Health Month... from page 5

University School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences and a Health 
Policy Research Intern at Men’s 
Health Network. 
 Men’s Health Network (MHN) 
MHN is an international non-
profit organization whose mis-
sion is to reach men, boys, and 
their families where they live, 
work, play, and pray with health 
awareness messages and tools, 
screening programs, educational 

materials, advocacy opportuni-
ties, and patient navigation. 
   For information on MHN's pro-
grams and activities, visit them at 
MensHealthNetwork.org, on 
Twitter (@MensHlthNetwork), 
and on Facebook 
(facebook.com/menshealthnet-
work), or call 202-543-6461 ext. 
101.Men’s Health Network is the 
sponsor of Men’s Health Month 
(June)- 

‘Exit—The Last Year with My Father’ is poignant and personal

five children. He ruminated on 
topics such as relationships, faith, 
discipline, work ethic and even 
politics as he mentally worked 
his way through universal chal-
lenges and concerns that all par-
ents face. 
  Today, these journals have been 
adapted and compiled into a sin-
gular narrative that aims to serve 

as a devotional guide for parents 
hoping to raise Christian-minded 
children in today’s complex 
world. 
 “It was written as a very per-
sonal love letter/journal from a 
father to his children, with their 
best life walking with Christ later 
in mind,” McQuitty said. 
 Your Best Life Later highlights 
practical methods that every par-
ent intent on raising serious 
Christ-followers needs to know. 
According to McQuitty, readers 
will open the pages of this jour-
nal and enhance their spiritual 
maturity in walking with God 
through daily Bible study and 
prayer that refreshes the soul, and 
keeps an individual’s life an-
chored and stayed on Jesus, so 

they will bear fruitfulness and 
ensure their best life later. 
 “This is what these devotional 
journal entries are all about,” he 
added. “If there was ever a time 
to watch daily at God’s Doors, it 
is now, as we watch the world 
around us engulfed in fear 
change right in front of our own 
very eyes.” 
  Author Andy McQuitty is a hus-
band, father and grandfather; an 
avid reader, tennis-court rat, gol-
fer, writer and Harley rider. But 
his favorite pastime is being with 
his family. He earned his Th.M. 
and D.Min degrees from Dallas 
Theological Seminary where he 
received the C. Sumner Wemp 
Award in personal evangelism as 
well as the John G. Mitchell 

Award for outstanding scholar-
ship and effectiveness in mini-
stry. He has served as a youth 
pastor in Tacoma, Washington; 
an associate pastor in Garland, 
Texas; and as senior pastor to Irv-
ing Bible Church in Texas for 32 
years. Andy McQuitty is a co-au-
thor of both Notes from the Val-
ley: A Spiritual Travelogue 
through Cancer and The Way to 
Brave: Shaping a David Faith for 
Today's Goliath World. 
 
 For more information, please 
visit YourBestLifeLater.com, or 
follow the publisher on Twitter 
(BooksLeadership), Instagram 
(leadership.books) or Facebook 
(LeadershipBooksOnline).  

‘Exit – The Last Year With My 
Father’ a poignant must-read re-
gardless of what side of the as-
sisted dying fence you sit on. 
  
 Editor’s Note: Translated from 
the original German by Iris 
Hunter, Ueli Oswald offers a 
frank and deeply touching ac-
count of a person electing as-
sisted dying as their way to exit 
this world.   Should the son sup-
port the old man, or should he try 
to restrain him? How can he be 
sure that his father has really 
made up his mind once and for 
all? They grow closer as they 
make their decisions and face 
their fears at death’s door. 
 
UNITED KINGDOM - An ac-
complished and personal re-
counting of a situation that none 
of us relish finding ourselves in, 
Ueli Oswald’s Exit – The Last 
Year with My Father centers on 
one of the most contentious is-
sues of modern times – assisted 
dying – and the author’s decision 
to support his father’s wishes. 
  Honest, touching and often dis-
turbing, the book shares the time 
father and son spent in the year 
running up to Heinrich Oswald’s 
date with the ‘angels of death’.  
From initial reconcilement to 
supporting and being present at 
his father’s liberation from a life 
he no longer wanted, Ueli Os-

wald’s eloquent and candid in-
sights linger long after reading. 
  In sharing his story Ueli Oswald 
(author, journalist, and formerly 
publishing director of renowned 
literary monthly NZZ Folio) has 
preserved his father’s memory as 
a courageous man determined to 
die on his terms to history and 

produced a noteworthy and sub-
stantive contribution to the on-
going assisted dying debate. 
  
Synopsis: 
 “Today, you said it plainly: you 
have had enough.  Not tired of 
life, just had enough. This is why 
you want to put an end to it, 

sooner rather than later.  I know 
you – you won’t be deterred.  
When one has had enough, 
whether with life or with food, it 
is the same; one doesn’t want 
anymore.  You will be ninety 
soon.  I hope that you have, at 
least, enjoyed life.” 
  I have known Father’s attitude 
to people deciding to die ever 
since his sister opted to take her 
own life when she was ninety.  
Then, when my mobile rang, I 
was lost in the vast asphalted de-
sert of an American supermarket 
car park.  
 Father’s voice was so spher-
ically distorted that it sounded as 
if he was reading out a military 
bulletin. ‘Sudden heart failure’ 
he would have me believe.  He 
dished up a story that was hard 
to credit and whose parts did not 
match up.  It was our mother 
who, a few weeks later, enlight-
ened us about the actual state of 
affairs.  The half-truth was, in ef-
fect, one great big lie, and she 
was unwilling to leave it at that. 
 Only then did Father talk to me 
and my brother Martin.  Our aunt 
had departed this life helped by 
an assisted dying organization.  
Father had stood by her, helping 
with the preparations and then 
held her hand when she accepted 
the potion from the ‘angel of 
death’.  He made no secret of the 
fact that he saw this as an option 

for himself.  Mother wanted to 
hear nothing about it.  She had 
always vehemently rejected sui-
cide and disapproved of Father’s 
intention ‘to cut and run’. 
  “That was the answer to your 
problems even then, wasn’t it?  
The plan you had hatched with 
your favorite sister, should your 
lives not end the way you each 
wanted.” 
  A number of Amazon readers 
submitted five-star reviews: 
  
“You could read this book in one 
go. The dynamics in this family 
are described in an intimate and 
yet captivating way and some-
times you feel you are standing 
in a room with members of the 
family. I found myself several 
times wanting to participate and 
say something. A well written 
book about a very sensitive topic 
showing how complex the devel-
opments around the decision to 
die is and how it involves more 
than just the one wishing to end 
their lives. Definitely worth a 
read!” – Andrea Goodbrand 
 “This is a heartfelt story of how 
to deal with a loved one who has 
decided it is time to go. With 
sickness decisions about life and 
death become clearer in the 
minds of those suffering while 
family need to deal with the re-
ality of the situation and life after 
the final moments.” – Amazon 

Customer 
 Reviews of the original German 
edition include: 
  
“The description of their father’s 
last hour, which the two sons 
spend with him and with the con-
fidant from the assisted dying or-
ganization, is touching, 
disturbing, and stays with the 
reader for a very long time. The 
visit by the police after the death 
is terrible, horrendous. The book 
Ausgang – Das letzte Jahr mit 
meinem Vater by Ueli Oswald 
becomes a work of literature. A 
book that has to be read.” Senio-
renweb, 2019 
  
“The public honors the life of the 
ninety-year-old [Heinrich Os-
wald], while the son says fare-
well to his father with an 
impressive text.” Schweizer Il-
lustrierte, 2019 
  
“The son documents the conflicts 
between him and his illustrious 
father with admirable candor, in-
cluding their slow rapproche-
ment. Ueli Oswald has added a 
beautiful page to the chapter 
‘father & sons’. The option to be 
free to decide when the time is 
right to go appears as a liberating 
perspective. Our ever more geri-
atric society will have to face 
these problems.” - Stuttgarter 
Nachrichten, 2019 
  
“Assisted dying has been a major 
issue in Swiss politics and legal 
agencies for a long time. Discus-
sions, however, too often turn 
into squabbles over hospices. It 
is fortunate that, as Ueli Oswald 
documents the last year he spent 
with his father, we now have a 
very personal examination of the 
subject that goes far beyond stan-
dard surveys of the issue. In his 
book Ausgang (published by 
Edition Epoca), we learn not only 
about the difficult decisions that 
lead someone to opt for death but 
gain an extraordinary personal 
insight into the final chapter of a 
complicated father-son relation-
ship.” - Tagesanzeiger Magazin 
34, 2019 
  
Published by Perfect Publishers, 
Exit – The Last Year With My 
Father is available in paperback 
(£10.82) in most good book-
sellers around the world and in 
Kindle format (£7.39) at 
https://amzn.to/3JOtfjV and 
https://amzn.to/3JHhCLI respec-
tively 
  
About the author: 
  
Ueli Oswald, born in Zurich in 
1952, trained as a photographer 
in London and Hamburg, before 
studying ethnology and journal-
ism at the University of Zurich.  
After ten years as a journalist, he 
became publishing director of the 
renowned literary monthly NZZ 
Folio.   
 
 He launched his book-writing 
career with Ausgang, and the 
success of this book put Ueli Os-
wald at the centre of the issues 
associated with assisted dying.  
After a series of perceptive mem-
oirs and biographies, he pub-
lished his first novel in 2018, Das 
Vergessen ist ein Dieb. March 
2022 saw the publication of 
another novel, entitled 'Ich weine 
nicht, weil ich getötet habe, ich 
weine um Susanna’: Aus dem 
Leben eines Guerrilleros (Edition 
8). 
  
Exit – The Last Year With My 
Father was translated from its 
original German by Iris Hunter. 
  

These are some foundational truths and wisdom 
every parent should pass down to their children 

“We live in a cultural moment 
… the need for our children to 
have moral guidance from 
someone who is trustworthy, 
is going to give them ‘whys’ 
moral guidance, godly moral 
guidance — it’s more impor-
tant than ever,” said pastor 
Andy McQuitty in a recent in-
terview. 

Profile: Bishop T. D. Jakes is devoted 
husband, father, pastor and leader
 Bishop T.D. Jakes, one of the 
world’s most revered master-
minds, leverages his pioneering 
vision and instinct to serve 
others in areas extending beyond 
the church.  In order to help lead 
people to their destiny, you have 
to meet people where they are in 

life. It is with this earnest ap-
proach that Bishop Jakes has 
been able to reach millions of 
people from all socioeconomic 
backgrounds, races, nationalities, 
and creeds.  Digital media, film, 
and television, among others, 
have been instrumental in help-

ing Bishop Jakes meet the dispa-
rate needs of countless individ-
uals. 
 In September 2016, T.D. Jakes 
launched the TD Jakes Show, an 
intellectually invigorating, yet 
practical daytime talk show, 
where Bishop helps his guests 
lead empowering lives through 
candid conversation. As a vision-
ary leader, T.D. Jakes encourages 
you to think differently – and 
progressively – so that you can 
create a more meaningful life ex-
perience that is truly your own. 
The adage, “Give a man a fish 
and you feed him for a day; teach 
a man to fish and you feed him 
for a lifetime” is the bedrock of 
Bishop’s visionary leadership. 
 
Faithful Pastor 
 
For more than 40 years, Bishop 
T.D. Jakes has helped millions of 
people realize their purpose 
through his dynamic ministry. 
Recognized as “America’s Best 

Please see page 7
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Preacher” by Time Magazine, as 
well as “One of the Nation’s 
Most Influential & Mesmerizing 
Preachers” by The New York 
Times, Bishop Jakes remains a 
charismatic, yet humble man. In 
1996, with minimal resources, 
T.D. Jakes founded The Potter’s 
House (TPH), a non-denomina-
tional, multicultural church and 
global humanitarian organiza-
tion, in Dallas, Texas. The church 
has since expanded to include 
more than 30,000 members, with 
more than 50 diverse ministries. 
While TPH, located in southern 
Dallas, is the designated home to 
numerous members, Bishop 
Jakes has fulfilled the needs of 
those residing in the northern and 
western regions of the Dallas-
Fort Worth metroplex, as well as 
out-of-state. TPH campuses are 
also present in Frisco and Fort 
Worth, Texas, as well as Denver, 
Colorado. 
 Bishop Jakes faithfully serves 
his local and global communities 
to embolden those who are mar-
ginalized, from Dallas, Texas to 
South Africa to Sydney, Aus-
tralia. “The Potter’s House 
charter is to extend a hand of 
help to the needy, a heart of com-
passion to the hurting, and a mes-
sage of empowerment to the 
disenfranchised.” To this end, 
Bishop Jakes provides a welcom-
ing church environment to all. 
Unequivocally, the diversity dis-
played throughout TPH is what 
makes it a truly progressive 
church, serving people of every 
socioeconomic status, age, na-
tionality, and race. Each year 
Bishop Jakes helps underserved 
communities through TPH mini-
stries, including homeless out-
reach, GED/literacy programs, 

Profile: Bishop T. D. Jakes is devoted husband, father, and pastor  ... from page 6

Bishop T.D. and First Lady Serita Jakes  are the parents of  
five adult children. (Photo/Courtesy: WTAL.org)

and AIDS outreach. Bishop Jakes 
also empowers communities 
through distinct national mini-
stries, including Global Partner 
System (GPS), MegaCARE, and 
Texas Offenders Reentry Initia-
tive (T.O.R.I.). With a steadfast 
love of people, TPH is consis-
tently ranked amongst the na-
tion’s most influential churches 
each year. 
 
Charismatic Influencer 
 
 “Others can inspire you, but ul-
timately the only thing that em-
powers you is what lies within 
you and learning how to better 
utilize what you’ve been given.” 
– T.D. Jakes, Instinct: The Power 
to Unleash Your Inborn Drive  
 
A proclivity to disrupt the status 
quo, Bishop T.D. Jakes is one of 
the most coveted faith-based in-
fluencers in business, education, 

film, and entertainment. T.D. has 
advised the last three presidents; 
in 2009, he was a featured 
speaker at the inauguration of 
Barack Obama; and in 2011, he 
gave remarks at a White House 
Easter Prayer Breakfast.  From 
Savoy Magazine recognizing 
Bishop Jakes as one of the “Top 
100 Powers That Be” to Ebony 
Magazine honoring him on their 
“Power 100 List,” Bishop Jakes 
continues to show the world how 
to lead with purpose. While T.D. 
Jakes possesses myriad leader-
ship qualities, his ability to lev-
erage his linguistic prowess, 
strategic insights, and servant 
spirit is unparalleled. Some of the 
most successful business ex-
ecutives and leaders travel from 
all over the world seeking 
Bishop’s counsel. T.D. Jakes has 
offered his insights at diverse 
forums, including The Aspen In-
stitute, The Willow Creek Lead-

ership Forum, and The SMU Tate 
Lecture Series, among others. 
His efforts have helped some of 
the world’s most illustrious 
leaders elevate their brands to the 
next level. 
 
Bishop Jakes also connects com-
munities from across the globe 
through various multicultural 
conferences. For more than a 
decade, MegaFest continues to 
receive international recognition 
as the nation’s largest faith and 
family festival. This phenomenal 
conference draws upwards of 
100,000 attendees from as far as 
Singapore, China. From Woman 
Thou Art Loosed, ManPower, 
MegaKidz, to Fire Code Youth, 
this conference will entertain and 
educate the entire family. Ad-
ditionally, Bishop Jakes offers 
entrepreneurs, pastors, and 
leaders an opportunity to hone 
their leadership skills through the 
International Pastors and Leader-
ship Conference. Bishop Jakes 
encourages you to attend these 
transformative conferences and 
events, as the wealth of knowl-
edge that he offers his audiences 
is invaluable. 
 
Best-selling Author & Award-
winning Filmmaker 
 
Named “America’s Treasure” by 
Oprah Winfrey, T.D. Jakes is a 
master communicator for all 
ages. His prose flows like honey 
from a soft Melianthus comosus. 
While many of his followers 
have familiarized themselves 
with Bishop’s sermons, few 
know that he also relishes mak-
ing people laugh, especially 
when trying to overcome life’s 
most daunting circumstances. 

The adage, “Sometimes you have 
to laugh to keep from crying” 
helps to keep one’s heart and soul 
healthy. While not every creative 
work that Bishop publishes dis-
plays overt hilarity, Bishop Jakes 
delicately weaves in a tone and 
style that helps the reader or 
movie patron feel a sense of 
peace and healing. T.D. Jakes 
offers a collection of award-win-
ning and New York Times best-
selling books, including Destiny: 
Step Into Your Purpose and In-
stinct: The Power to Unleash 
Your Inborn Drive. In the enter-
tainment space, Bishop Jakes has 
numerous film credits to his 
name, including the award-win-
ning romantic comedy, Jumping 
the Broom, among others. 
 
Devoted Husband and Father 
 
 As a devoted husband to First 
Lady Serita Jakes, Bishop Jakes 

eagerly supports his beautiful 
wife of more than 35 years. Se-
rita Jakes, a best friend, a mother, 
a grandmother, and a loving wife, 
is Bishop’s chief advocate as 
well. Serita and T.D. have man-
aged every business opportunity, 
as well as personal endeavors 
with their unwavering faith in 
God. The power couple has suc-
cessfully raised five beautiful 
grown children, including Sarah 
Jakes, Cora Jakes-Coleman, 
Thomas Jakes, Jr., Jermaine 
Jakes, and Jamar Jakes. 
 
The secret to their longevity 
belies “Hollywood marriage ad-
vice”.  Through the fortunate and 
not-so-fortunate times, Serita and 
T.D. support each other every 
step of the way. He encourages 
Serita to pursue her passions in 
the ministry, as well as her busi-
ness endeavors. To this end, Se-
rita serves as executive director 
for The Potter’s House Women’s 
Ministries, among other roles, 
serving the domestic violence 
community. With an adoration of 
design, Serita Jakes recently 
launched Serita Jakes Home, a 
thoughtfully-designed collection 
of candles and home décor ac-
cent pieces. Whether enjoying a 
long, relaxing walk along the 
beach or launching a business, 
T.D. and Serita Jakes support 
each other with their faith in 
God, and in each other. 

As a devoted husband to First 
Lady Serita Jakes, Bishop 
Jakes eagerly supports his 
beautiful wife of more than 35 
years. Serita Jakes, a best 
friend, a mother, a grand-
mother, and a loving wife, is 
Bishop’s chief advocate as 
well. Serita and T.D. have 
managed every business op-
portunity, as well as personal 
endeavors with their unwa-
vering faith in God. The 
power couple has success-
fully raised five beautiful 
grown children, including 
Sarah Jakes, Cora Jakes-
Coleman, Thomas Jakes, Jr., 
Jermaine Jakes, and Jamar 
Jakes. 

‘We the People’ focuses on a national network of Black museums 
and its third Juneteenth presentation commemorate Emancipation
 MEMPHIS, June 6, 2022 – On 
June 19, the National Civil 
Rights Museum will virtually 
join ten leading Black museums 
and historical institutions from 
coast to coast for BLKFREE-
DOM.org to commemorate June-
teenth, the historic day the 
Emancipation Proclamation was 
officially enforced, ending en-
slavement in Texas. As an annual 
collaboration, and now, a federal 
holiday, the BlkFreedom Collec-
tive has produced a virtual pro-
gram. In its third year, the group 
documents a national exploration 
of the U.S. Constitution in “We 
The People” through the eyes of 
historic museums and anthropol-
ogists from across the United 
States. The presentation will pre-

miere on partnering sites and 
partnering networks at 1:00 PM 
EDT / 12:00 PM CDT. 
 BLKFREEDOM.org will com-
memorate the anniversary of 
Juneteenth. Juneteenth dates to 
June 19, 1865, when union sol-
dier, Major General Gordon 
Granger, landed at Galveston, 
TX with the news that the war 
had ended and that the enslaved 
were now free. This announce-
ment was more than two and half 
years after President Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation Procla-
mation. 
 
This year’s theme foundationally 
affirms the social identity of 
Blackness and its intersectional-
ity within American values while 

raising the consciousness of 
structural racism and oppressive 
ideologies that continue to polar-
ize this nation. The presentation 
explores how generations of 
Black Americans have preserved, 
innovated, cultivated, created, 
pioneered, strived, and cham-
pioned the true principles of free-
dom so that a new generation 
remembers, echoes, and cele-
brates its ancestors’ accomplish-
ments while remaining vigilant 
on not only issues of inclusion, 
diversity, and equity, but also jus-
tice as promised in the Constitu-
tion. 
 
Through the virtual event, partic-
ipating Black institutions declare, 
“We the people, having signifi-

cantly contributed to this country 
in its quest to form a more per-
fect union, desiring for it to fulfill 
its principles and values as es-
poused in the Constitution de-
spite years of enslavement, 
oppression, and discrimination, 
boldly define ourselves beyond 
race, condition, or socioeco-
nomic background. We are a ho-
listic community and culture 
with a profound legacy we carry 
with us today.” 
  
 BLKFREEDOM.org is a com-
bined effort among the African 
American Museum of Philadel-
phia (PA), America's Black Holo-
caust Museum (Milwaukee, WI), 
August Wilson African American 
Cultural Center (Pittsburg, PA),  

Birmingham Civil Rights Insti-
tute (AL), Charles H. Wright 
Museum of African American 
History (Detroit, MI), Dallas Af-
rican American Museum (TX), 
DuSable Museum of African 
American History (Chicago, IL), 
Harvey Gantt Center for African 
American Arts + Culture (Char-
lotte, NC), Historic Mitchelville 
Freedom Park (Hilton Head Is-
land, SC), National Civil Rights 
Museum (Memphis, TN), Na-
tional Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center (Cincinnati, 
OH), and Northwest African 
American Museum (Seattle, 
WA). This collaborative program 
will explore the meaning and rel-
evance of “freedom,” “justice,” 
and “democracy.”  

By Joseph Reagan 
 

During the first World War Ralph 
Lindsey, my great grandfather, 
kept a journal of his service on 
the front. He wrote about the 
front, his travels, his wounds, but 
the thing that came up most often 
– the mail. Fast-forward 100 
years. Even in the digital age 

 
Register for the historic 
final Woman Thou Art 
Loosed Conference in 
Atlanta at WTAL.org

The 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion receives Congressional Gold Medal 
in month of Juneteenth as legacy of ‘Determination, Dedication, and Distinction’

 
 BLKFREEDOM.org will 
commemorate the anniver-
sary of Juneteenth. June-
teenth dates to June 19, 1865, 
when union soldier, Major 
General Gordon Granger, 
landed at Galveston, TX with 
the news that the war had 
ended and that the enslaved 
were now free. This an-
nouncement was more than 
two and half years after Pres-
ident Lincoln signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 

there is something uniquely per-
sonal about a written letter – it 
creates a connection that digital 
communications simply cannot 
match. Anyone who has served 
in the military knows – no mail 
equals low morale. 
  
In early 1945 as the Battle of the 
Bulge concluded Army officials 

reported that a lack mail was 
hurting morale. Warehouses were 
filled with millions of pieces of 
mail destined for the seven mil-
lion Americans serving in the Eu-
ropean theatre. The task of 
getting that mail to its intended 
recipients fell on the 6888th Cen-
tral Postal Directory Battalion. 
  Except for a few smaller units 

of nurses, the “Six Triple Eight” 
was the only all women, all black 
unit from the Women’s Army 
Corps to serve overseas during 
WW2. In response to the attack 
on Pearl Harbor our entire nation 
was mobilized to support the war 
efforts. While the war largely 
united Americans in a common 
purpose – the military remained 
segregated with the ability to 
serve being restricted based on 
race and gender. The women of 
the 6888th not only served – they 
had to fight for their right to 
serve.  The unit’s commander, 

Major Charity Adams – became 
the first black women to hold a 
commission in the Women’s 
Army Auxiliary Corps. 
  
The Six Triple Eight confronted 
warehouses stacked to the ceiling 
with letters and packages. These 
buildings were unheated and 
dimly lit, the windows blacked 
out to prevent light showing dur-
ing nighttime air raids. Rats 
sought out packages of spoiled 
cakes and cookies. As it was a 
cold winter, they wore long johns 
and extra layers of clothing under 

their coats while working in 
these warehouses. The unit 
members were organized into 
three separate shifts daily, so 
work continued around the clock, 
seven days a week. They tracked 
individual service members by 
maintaining about seven million 
locator cards including serial 
numbers to distinguish different 
individuals with the same name. 
They dealt with “undeliverable” 
mail which was sent to their lo-
cation for redirection. They in-
vestigated insufficiently 

Please see page 8
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The 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion receives 
Congressional Gold Medal during Juneteenth ... from page 7
addressed mail for clues to deter-
mine the intended recipient, and 
they handled the sad duty of re-
turning mail addressed to service 
members who had died. 
  
As the war concluded the legacy 
of the 6888th was already being 
formed. Three members of the 
6888th are buried at Colleville-
Sur-Mer Normandy American 
Cemetery (there are only four 
women buried there). Like so 
many of the greatest generation, 
the women of the 6888th re-
turned from the war determined 
to make up for lost time - while 
some remained in the military, 
others used the GI Bill to further 
their education and create new 
opportunities for themselves. 
They became teachers, nurses, 
and businesswomen. One of the 
most important aspects of their 
legacy was their contributions to 
civil rights.   
 
 The accomplishments of the 
6888th in Europe contributed to 
a study regarding the contrib-
utions of women to the war ef-
forts which concluded: “[T]he 
national security program is the 
joint responsibility of all Ameri-
cans irrespective of color or sex” 
and “the continued use of col-
ored, along with white, female 
military personnel is required in 
such strength as is proportion-
ately appropriate to the relative 
population distribution between 

colored and white races.” 
 This is not a story about the 
mail. This is a story about 855 
black women, who found a way 
to serve when the nation needed 
them most. In 2019 a bi-partisan 
effort was started to award the 
Congressional Gold Medal to the 
6888th. As of the writing of this 
article that bill has passed the 
Senate and is awaiting a vote in 
the U.S. House of representa-
tives. 
 
Update: 
 
On Feb. 28, 2022 the House of 
Representatives passed legisla-
tion to award the 6888th the Con-
gressional Gold Medal. The 
Senate passed the measure last 
year, and President Joe Biden 
signed the bipartisan bill on 
March 14. They will be honored 
on June 15th, 2022. 

Although there are only a hand-
ful of members of the 6888th still 
living to receive the medal, the 
honor will cement their place in 
World War II history. 
To learn more: 
https://www.defense.gov/News/
F e a t u r e -
Stories/story/Article/2971608/all

-black-female-wwii-unit-to-re-
ceive-congressional-gold-medal/ 
https://www.womenofthe6888th.
org/ 
https://history.army.mil/html/topi
cs/afam/6888thPBn/index.html 
https://www.facebook.com/6888
thgoldmedal 

 *** 
 Joseph Reagan is the Director of 
Military and Veterans Outreach 
for Wreaths Across America. He 
has almost 20 years’ experience 
working with leaders within 
Government, non-profit, and 
Fortune 500 companies to de-
velop sustainable strategies sup-
porting National Security, and 
Veterans Health.  
 
 He served 8 years on active duty 
as an officer in the U.S. Army in-
cluding two tours to Afghanistan 
with the 10th Mountain Division. 
He is a graduate of Norwich Uni-

versity, the oldest private military 
college in the country. 

 *** 
  About Wreaths Across America 
Wreaths Across America is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
founded to continue and expand 
the annual wreath-laying cere-
mony at Arlington National 
Cemetery begun by Maine busi-
nessman Morrill Worcester in 
1992. The organization’s mission 
– Remember, Honor, Teach – is 
carried out in part each year by 
coordinating wreath-laying cere-
monies in December at Arling-
ton, as well as thousands of 
veterans’ cemeteries and other lo-
cations in all 50 states and bey-
ond.  
 
For more information or to spon-
sor a wreath please visit 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. 

TN Gov. Bill Lee issues executive order to enhance school  
safety and will evaluate school security and use of resources

 MEMPHIS, Tenn. – The Univer-
sity of Memphis has teamed up 
with Kroger to help fight hunger 
for the Tigers’ 901 Game on Sat-
urday, Sept. 17 against Arkansas 
State at 6 p.m. at Simmons Bank 
Liberty Stadium. 
 “We’re thrilled to have Kroger 
as presenting sponsor for the 
newly named 901 Game,” said 

Memphis and Kroger team up 
to Fight Hunger on 901 Game

NASHVILLE, Tenn. - Tennessee 
Governor Bill Lee recently 
signed an executive order direct-
ing accountability measures for 
school safety and an evaluation 
of training for Tennessee law en-
forcement. The order also estab-
lishes additional resources to 
support parents, teachers and law 
enforcement in improving school 
security practices. 
  “Parents need to have full con-
fidence that their children are 
safe at school, and thankfully, 
Tennessee has built a firm foun-
dation with our practical ap-
proach to securing schools, 
recognizing crisis and providing 
confidential reporting of any sus-
picious activity,” said Gov. Lee. 
“This order strengthens account-
ability and transparency around 
existing school safety planning 
and assures Tennessee parents 
that our efforts to protect students 
and teachers will continue.” 
  
Governor Lee signed Executive 
Order 97 to enhance school 
safety across Tennessee and pro-
mote engagement with parents, 
schools and law enforcement. 
  
For Parents 
Creates a School Safety Re-
sources and Engagement Guide 
to provide parents with infor-
mation regarding how to effec-

Todd Kucinski, general manager 
for Tiger Sports Properties, 
Memphis Athletics’ multimedia 
rightsholder and local LEAR-
FIELD team. “Tiger fans still 
have the opportunity to buy dis-
counted tickets for this Kroger-
sponsored game that benefits 

tively engage and advocate for 
safe conditions at their child’s 
school, including how to report 
suspicious or concerning activity 
through the SafeTN App, access 
mental health resources for their 
child and inquire about building 
security and compliance at their 
child’s school. 
  
Encourages parents, families and 
the local community to engage in 
school safety and partner with 
law enforcement to promote the 
habits and practices that help en-
sure school building security 
against unauthorized intruders. 
By implementing simple prac-
tices, such as ensuring a single 
point of entry and multiple points 
of exit, securing vestibules and 
other access points, and reporting 
suspicious activity, communities 
have the ability to vastly increase 
the security of their local school. 

 For Schools 
Directs Tennessee state agencies 
to provide additional guidance to 
help local school districts (LEAs) 
implement existing school safety 
law, which requires that each 
public school conduct an annual 
school security assessment and 
submit a school safety plan to the 
Tennessee school safety center. 
This guidance will include: 
•An increase in periodic audits of 
Tennessee local school security 
assessments and school safety 
plans, including but not limited 
to random in-person verification 
by state officials of a school’s im-
plementation of the approved as-
sessment; 
•A set of best practices for school 
leaders to enhance building secu-
rity and safety against an unau-
thorized intruder; and 
•Information for district and local 
government leadership regarding 
financial resources for school 
safety available through state 
programs and the Tennessee In-
vestment in Student Achieve-
ment Act (TISA). 
  
Updates the state School Safety 
Plan Template for LEAs to be 
published no later than July 1, 
2022 and include greater detail 
on: 
•A description of deficiencies 
identified by the LEA when con-

ducting the school security as-
sessment; 
•A description of district spend-
ing on building security and 
other school safety initiatives and 
how such expenditures mitigate 
the identified deficiencies; and 
•Designation of the district’s sin-
gle point of contact for school 
safety matters. 
  
Ensures LEAs receive guidance 
from the State Fire Marshal’s Of-
fice and other state agencies re-
garding how to appropriately 
improve school building security, 
while maintaining emergency 
egress and safeguarding of life 
and property from the hazards of 
fire and explosion. 
  
Directs the Department of 
Education to request permission 
from the federal government for 
districts to use existing federal 
ESSER funds to conduct a ful-
some, independent safety assess-
ment, including the identification 
of necessary facility upgrades. 
The Department will report to the 
Governor on which districts uti-
lize that flexibility, if approved. 
  
Directs the Department of 
Education to identify regional 
staff to support school safety in 
LEAs through repurposing exist-
ing staff to focus on safety, men-

tal health, and family and com-
munity engagement. 
  
Develops additional training 
and educational materials re-
garding school safety for edu-
cators, school leaders and staff, 
no later than August 1, 2022. 
  
For Law Enforcement 
Directs the Department of Com-
merce & Insurance, through 
TLETA, to evaluate and assess 
law enforcement training stan-
dards and recommend expan-
sions, improvements, or 
enhancements to existing training 
for active-shooter scenarios, and 
provide a report to the Governor, 
no later than July 1, 2022, with 
recommendations to expand its 
availability to local law enforce-
ment agencies and related educa-
tion stakeholders. 
  
Directs the Department of 
Commerce & Insurance to re-
view the use of armed security 
guards in non-public schools and, 
with the Department of Safety & 
Homeland Security, report to the 
Governor regarding the need for 
active-shooter training for armed 
guards. 
  
Calls for new strategies to expand 
local and state law enforcement 
agencies by increasing the 

number of Tennesseans exploring 
and pursuing careers in law en-
forcement. 
  
Previous actions to strengthen 
school safety: 
 
For more than three years, the 
Lee administration has priori-
tized school safety, with efforts 
focused on mental health re-
sources, confidential reporting 
and securing school buildings. 
•In 2019, the Governor estab-
lished a School Resource Officer 
(SRO) Grant program placing 
213 new SRO’s in Tennessee 
public schools. 
• Efforts also doubled the state's 
annual investment in school 
safety funding to support im-
provements in building security 
measures and violence interven-
tion programming. 
•School safety investments re-
main a top priority under the new 
TISA funding formula. 
•The Tennessee Department of 
Safety & Homeland Security 
developed a free app called Sa-
feTN which is an anonymous re-
porting system for students, 
faculty, parents and the public to 
easily and confidentially report 
their concerns or tips to law en-
forcement. 
•Mental health resources have 
been expanded through the Men-
tal Health Trust Fund and The 
Tennessee Mental Health Crisis 
Hotline, which is available 24/7, 
365 days a year: 855-274-7471. 
  

“We’re thrilled to have 
Kroger as presenting sponsor 
for the newly named 901 
Game,” said Todd Kucinski, 
general manager for Tiger 
Sports Properties, Memphis 
Athletics’ multimedia rights-
holder and local LEAR-
FIELD team.

Mid-South Food Bank and sup-
ports Kroger’s Zero Hunger Zero 
Waste program.” 
 The 901 Game, presented by 
Kroger, will feature discounted 
$10 tickets, with each ticket sold 
providing three meals through 
the Mid-South Food Bank, 
which supports Kroger’s Zero 
Hunger, Zero Waste program. 
The goal for the 901 Game is to 
provide 10,000 meals. 
  
Fans can purchase the $10 tickets 
online at 
GoTigersGo.com/Kroger or by 
scanning the QR codes that will 
be at all Mid-South area Kroger 
locations. For questions, call the 
University of Memphis ticket of-
fice at 901-678-2331. 
  
For complete information on 
Memphis Tigers Football, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook.  
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 “Parents need to have full 
confidence that their children 
are safe at school, and thank-
fully, Tennessee has built a 
firm foundation with our 
practical approach to secur-
ing schools, recognizing cri-
sis and providing confidential 
reporting of any suspicious 
activity,” said Gov. Lee. 

 
  

The best gift on 
Father’s Day is to  

be there. 
 

Happy Father’s Day!


